November 14, 2022

friends and all who mourn his loss. May they
be consoled and comforted by their faith and
the Holy Spirit in the days, weeks and months
ahead.

HONORING ST. MARY CATHOLIC
CHURCH

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON

OF MISSISSIPPI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, November 14, 2022

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Madam
Speaker, | rise today to honor a staple of the
City of Vicksburg and Warren County commu-
nity, St. Mary Catholic Church. St. Mary
Catholic Church and its members have shown
what can be done though hard work, dedica-
tion, and a desire to serve the Vicksburg/War-
ren community.

For 116 years, St. Mary Catholic Church
has been a source of spiritual guidance and
education for African American Catholics in
Vicksburg and Warren County. Its importance
to the community will be remembered on Oct.
16th with a ceremony dedicating two historic
markers—one for the church and another for
the elementary and high school. St. Mary’s
parish was founded in 1906 by the Rev. Alo-
ysius Heick. The first church was on Holly
Street. The Sisters of Mercy provided the altar
for the first church, the candlesticks, and the
priest's vestments; and the priests at St. Paul
Catholic Church provided a place for Heick to
stay until St. Mary’s moved to its present loca-
tion at Main and Second North streets later in
1906, which is when an elementary and high
school was also started, The present church
was built in 1923.

The congregation at St. Paul's collected
$279.80 that they donated to Heick to buy the
land, and philanthropist Catherine Drexel, who
was later canonized as a saint, provided half
of the money necessary to get the property.

A two-story Greek revival building was built
in 1908 and was later used for the high
school. The nuns who taught the children at
St. Mary’s were members of the Sisters of the
Holy Spirit.

The elementary school closed in 1970, and
the high school closed in 1964. When the
schools closed the children who wanted to
continue attending Catholic school had to go
to Yazoo City.

Madam Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join
me in recognizing St. Mary Catholic Church
and its members for their passion and dedica-
tion to offer the spiritual and educational
needs of the City of Vicksburg community.

——————
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OF TONAWANDAS’ CITIZEN OF
THE YEAR
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Mr. HIGGINS of New York. Madam Speak-
er, today | would like to recognize Carol
Tallichet as the Chamber of Commerce of
Tonawandas’ Citizen of the Year. Carol is not
only a distinct local business owner, but a
dedicated leader in the Buffalo community.
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As a North Tonawanda native, Carol has
made a lasting impact on her hometown
through her community service and local out-
reach efforts. Her recent membership into the
Erie-Niagara Sunrise Exchange Club has in-
cluded involvement in campaigns such as
“Give a Kid a Hug to Hold,” which provides
pillows to abused children. Carol's contribu-
tions also extend to the Meals on Wheels non-
profit where she selflessly printed thank you
gifts for volunteers and clients of the organiza-
tion.

In addition to her community service efforts,
Carol also serves 22 communities across New
York and Florida through the restaurants she
owns with her husband. Her entrepreneurial
efforts are worth celebrating, as her local
Tonawanda restaurant, Lumberjack’s, cele-
brates its tenth anniversary. These family-
owned restaurants are staffed by local stu-
dents and teachers, two groups for which
Carol continues to give back. Bottle returns
from her local restaurants are donated to Car-
dinal O’'Hara High School in Tonawanda, New
York. Not only does this donation expand the
arts budget at this high school, but it also pro-
vides enough money for their music depart-
ment to purchase new instruments they other-
wise could not afford.

Today, | ask that members of the Chamber
of Commerce of Tonawanda and citizens,
alike, join me in expressing our gratitude for
Carol Tallichet and her unwavering commit-
ment to her community. Her continual efforts
are not only inspiring to the Buffalo commu-
nity, but to all entrepreneurs and young indi-
viduals. Carol is undoubtedly deserving of the
Citizen of the Year award, and | thank her for
her commitment to the Western New York re-
gion.

———
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Mr. HUDSON. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to honor Cabarrus County Commissioner
Diane Honeycutt for her many years of service
to our community.

Commissioner Honeycutt has long provided
exemplary leadership and initiative as an ac-
tive member of our community. In addition to
serving on the Cabarrus County Board of
Commissions since 2014, she has held many
other distinguished positions, including the
prominent roles of former Chair of the
Cabarrus County Chamber of Commerce in
2001 and former President of the Concord Ro-
tary Club in 2004. On the Board of Commis-
sioners, Commissioner Honeycutt served as
Vice Chair from 2016 to 2021. She currently
serves on the Department of Health of Human
Services Committee, the Senior Advisory
Council, and the Emergency Management
Committee. On account of her dedicated pub-
lic service and success as a business leader
in our community, Commissioner Honeycutt
has received numerous awards and acco-
lades. Perhaps most impressively, she was
presented the Distinguished Rotarian of the
Year award in 2001, the Cabarrus Chamber
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Small Business of the Year award in 2017,
and the Cabarrus Chamber Volunteer Busi-
ness of the Year award in 2018.

Commissioner Honeycutt will retire from her
current position on the Cabarrus County Board
of Commissioners at the end of the year. Over
the course of her career, she has dem-
onstrated the highest level of commitment to
her community through her hard work and
leadership. She stands as an exemplary figure
for all in public service to emulate, and | join
our entire community in gratitude as we honor
her extraordinary career

Madam Speaker, please join me today in
honoring Commissioner Diane Honeycutt for
her career of exemplary servitude to her
community.

———

HONORING THE 2022 MARION TECH-
NICAL COLLEGE ALUMNI HALL
OF FAME INDUCTEES
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Mr. JORDAN. Madam Speaker, Marion
Technical College in Marion, Ohio, will hold a
ceremony on Thursday, November 17, to mark
the induction of its 2022 Alumni Hall of Fame
class. | am honored to commend to the House
this year’s inductees:

Tammi Cowell, MTC Class of 1991, Treas-
urer and Chief Financial Officer at Tri-Rivers
Career Center.

John “Tom” Gleespen, MTC Class of 1975,
President of Gleespen Engineering and Sur-
veying.

Sue Jacob, MTC Class of 1981,
River Valley School District educator.

Darl Snyder, MTC Class of 1983, Territory
Manager for 2J Supply Company.

Selection for the Hall of Fame is a high
honor accorded to only a small number of
alumni each year. To be considered, alumni
must demonstrate excellence in their respec-
tive professions and set a positive example for
current and future MTC students.

On behalf of the people of Ohio’s Fourth
Congressional District, | am pleased to join in
the accolades for these four distinguished
alumni as they are inducted into the Marion
Technical College Alumni Hall of Fame.

———
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Mr. NORCROSS. Madam Speaker, on No-
vember 9, 2022, family, friends, and col-
leagues gathered at the Forsgate Country
Club in Monroe Township, New Jersey to cel-
ebrate and recognize the retirement of Ray-
mond M. Pocino from the Laborers’ Inter-
national Union of North America.

In 1956, Raymond M. Pocino began his
sixty-eight-year career as a general laborer.
He has been steadfast in support of workers
by developing innovative programs that sup-
port both members and their employers. Ray-
mond M. Pocino has become a vital resource

retired
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